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INTRODUCTION

clinical outcomes associc
participation in a PHP, there is a dear
research data concerning whether PHP
participation affects practice and especially
safety to practice.
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INTRODUCTION

malpractice claims and monitoring by CP

» We understand that malpractice claims are
not a direct (or inverse) measure of skill or
safety, but felt that they are one window on
this issue, especially it we examined claims
paid rather than suits made.
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INTRODUCTION

and effective care.

» Insurance carriers: by exploring the questio
carrier risk and cost among those who are |ll
and have been monitored by a PHP.

» PHPs: further our understanding of the effects
of PHP monitoring on actual practice rather
than just clinical outcome.
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INTRODUCTION

doctors, and underwriting of physician
education.

» PHP met with COPIC in a series of meetfings to
explore the mutual benefit of such a study, to
consider possible research strategies, and to
address confidentiality and proprietary issues.
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OBJECTIVE
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compensdartl

- Incident date used as the claim
some instances, parficipants had mulhple
claims.

- Indemnity costs are all costs, including fees,
charges, disbursements, expenses and
remuneration, incurred by a party to
litigation.
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« Various medical specialties
= Various presenting problems

= Voluntarily-referred or mandated
= 818 clients
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» Examined demographic
characteristics between CPHP clients wi
and without a malpractice claim.

» - Binomial logistic regression looking af:
gender, age, marital status, race, medical
specialty, and referral status (mandated or
voluntary).
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- Before monitoring
= July 1, 1982 - enrollment date at CPHP

- Affer monitoring period:
= CPHP discharge date through 1/30/2009

- Patients without at least one year of follow-up
data were not examined.

- Wilcoxon Signed-Rank test
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determine the relative

» Matched to a non-PHP reference group for
analysis

» COPIC insured doctors who had not utilized CPHP
(comparable in ferms of physician specialty and
physician years of coverage).
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» The combination
severity (dollars paid/reserve
for a physician’s years of coverage and specia
derive a relative risk indication.

» Meaningful differences are determined by each
individual malpractice carrier rather than a
significance value.
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RESULTS: DEMOGRAPHIC DIFFERENCES

malpractice clo

» Specialties that had an increased odd
paid claims included family practice
physicians, anesthesiologists, OB/GYN, and
sSUrgeons.
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Gender

Age at Evaluation
Marital Status

Race

Substance Use
Disorder

Mandated to
Physician Health
Program

Female (ref)
Male

Unmarried (ref)
Married
Caucasian (ref)
African American
Asian

Hispanic

Other

Various

Family Practice

Anesthesiology
Emergency
Medicine

Internal Medicine
OB/GYN
Pediatrics
Surgery

No (ref)

Yes

Not Mandated
(ref)
Mandated

Odds Ratio (95% Cl)

2.27
1.06
1.40

1.66
1.28
0.46
1.81

3.55
4.52

2.57
2.02
17.19
2.70
15.12

0.87

1.08
1.03

0.76
0.27

0.38
0.06

1.20
1.21

4.78
1.09

2.58

10.20
4.31
3.64
10.40

10.50
16.96

10.22
6.69
54.01
12.32
42.53

1.68

P Value




RESULTS: ANNUAL RATE OF CLAIMS

Average Number of Claims Before and After PHP Monitoring
Annual
Rate of
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RESULTS: RISK RELATIVITY RATINGS

= CPHP client
In other words, for every $
require $2.12 more than their peers.

= Relative risk fell dramatically during the monitoring
period although still 28% worse than the physician
cohort.

= After monitoring, this pattern reverses. CPHP clients’
20% better than cohort. In other words, for every $1
spent on the physician cohort, the CPHP group
would require $.20 less than their peers.
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DISCUSSION - POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS

did not impact their work

2. Participants learned skills during their
treatment/recovery which improved their
ability to practice effectively

» a study of addicted nurses found that the
subjects considered themselves more
patient, tolerant and compassionate

olorado """

Physician Health Program

CPHP Because...Healthy Doctors Give Better Care




POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS

communicate be
and patients

> malpractice claims are known to be
partially a function of doctor-patient
communication problems; however,
claims paid more likely represents other
practice issues.
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POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS

participan
professional supports, e.9..
earlier.

5. After treatment/during recovery and CPHP
involvement and observing adverse
consequences (practice, licensing, other
institutions), participants may be more
motivated to practice more conservatively
and adhere to standards of practice.
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Preliminary study

Risk-relativity is a business-
specific procedure and
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Retrospective — unable to
establish causation

Technical difficulty of
comparing unequal
periods of time (here




involvement reduce
claims (defined as claims paid),
individual physicians and when the CPHP
physicians were compared to a reference
cohort of those not involved with CPHP.

2. The inverse of the #1: lll physicians were at
considerably greater risk before CPHP
involvement, and at slightly greater risk
when participating in CPHP.
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» Early
which implies

» Create conditions that encourage self-
referral and voluntary CPHP involvement

» Confidenftiality regarding CPHP
participation
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ilIness a
» Physicians and students/train
» Employers

» Insurers

» Hospitals

» Licensing boards
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FURTHER RESEARCH

» Examining ©
satisfaction, adverse actio
examination of practice or records)
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